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with which it has pleased Almighty Wisdom to people
the earth, a sort of dizziness comes over it, from the
impossibility of our reducing all at once the multitude
of new ideas poured in upon us to the centre of view
habitual to us; the mind loses its balance, and it is
not,too much to say, that in some cases it even falls
into a sort of scepticism. Nature seems to be too
powerful and various, or at least too strange, to be the
work of God, according to that Image which our
imbecility has set up within us for the Infinite and
Eternal, and as we have framed to ourselves our con-
tracted notions of His attributes and acts ; and if we
do not submit ourselves in awe to His great myste-
riousness, and chasten our hearts and keep silence,
we shall be in danger of losing our belief in His
presence and providence altogether.

48. We have hitherto known enough of Him for
our personal guidance, but we have not understood
that only thus much has been the extent of our know-
ledge of Him. Religion we know to be a grave and
solemn subject, and some few vague ideas of great-
ness, sublimity, and majesty, have, constituted for us
our whole image of Him whom the Seraphim adore.
And then we are suddenly brought into the vast
family of His works, hardly one of which is a sped-'
men of those particular and human ideas with which
we have identified the Ineffable. First, the endless
number of wild animals, their independence of man,